POSTAL, &c., COMMUNICATION WITH IRELAND. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 7 February 1866;— 



A COPY “ of the Treasury Minute, made with a view to Improve the 
Postal and Passenger Communication between England and Ireland^ under 
the Act of last Session.” 



Treasury Chambers, Whitehall,! 
8 Febraary 1850. J 



JAMES WILSON. 



Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 19th October 1865. 



My Lords have before them a private Act, passed in the last Session of 
Parliament, intituled, “ An Act for improving the Postal and Passenger Com- 
munication between England and Ireland, aud for authorising Arrangements 
between certain Companies in England and Ireland in relation thereto, and for 
other Purposes.” 

By this Act the London and North Western Railway Company, the Chester 
and Holyhead Railway Company, aud the City of Dublin Steam Packet Com- 
pany, are empowered to provide and use such steam-boats for the conveyance 
of mails and passengers between Holyhead and Kingstown or Howth as they 
shall think fit; and it is also provided by the 18th section of the said Act as 
follows : 

“ It shall be lawful for the aforesaid Companies from time to time to make 
and enter into and carry into effect any agreements and arrangements with 
Her Majesty’s Postmaster-general, or with the Lords of the Admiralty, in 
reference to the conveyance in their steam-boats of Hei’ Majesty’s mails or 
post letter-bags between Holyhead and Kingstown or Howlh; Provided al\'a}s, 
that, until an agreement or arrangement for the purposes hereinbefore in this 
clause mentioned shall have been so made and entered into, none of the powers 
by this Act granted shall be exercised by the said Companies, and that, unless 
such an agreement or arrangement shall have been made and entered into on oi 
before the first day of May, one thousand eight hundred and sixty, it shall not 
be lawful for the said Companies, in pursuance of this Act, to exercise any of 
the powers granted thereby, and such powers shall thereafter cease and have 
no effect.” _ , i i • 

My Lords fully recognise the main motive which the Legislature had in 
passing this Act, and in exteuding, in the respects therein contained, the powers 
and functions of the three existing Companies referred to. That motive was 
undoubtedly the hope that, by the combination so created, a more efficient steam- 
boat service would be established between Holyhead and Dublin, thus connect- 
ing England and Ireland by the shortest possible passage, and in the shortest 
possible lime, with a view to their postal and passenger communication. But, 
so far did the Legislature recognise in any such arrangement the paramount 
importance of the postal service, that the clause already quoted was intr^uced 
into the Bill, by which the powers granted under it should only take enect m 
the event of the united Companies being able to make an arrangement with the 
Postmaster-General or the Admiralty for the conveyance of the mails. 

While, however, my Lords regard this as being the mam object ot the Act, 
and the one which the Government is officially called upon to take into its con- 
sideration, they by no means desire to leave out of view, m connexion therewitn^. 
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tlie enormous social and political advantages wliicii may be expected to be 
derived from such an improved comnuinication between tlie two countries as the 
progress of art and science entitle the public to look for. Nor can my Lords 
leave out of view the great advantage and convenience which such an improved 
service would confer upon Irish Members of Parliament whose public duties 
necessarily lead to their frequent passage between the two countries, and who are 
entitled to expect every fair facility for that purpose. 

It is now nearly three months since the Act referred to was passed into a law, 
and, as yet. no application whatever has been made to the Government with a 
view to give effect to its provisions ; nor since that time has the subject been 
broug!)t before this Board by the united Companies in any form whatever. 
Hou’ever, as it appears from tiie clause in the Act quoted above that the accept- 
ance of some postal arrangement by the Government from the Companies will 
be necessary before the Act can take effect, and as none has yet been proposed, 
mv Lords are of opinion that the main objects of the Act may be facilitated if 
th*ey at once, without waiting for the action of the Companies, institute an 
inquit'V whereby they may be satisfied as to the practicability of such an 
improved system as would combine the most perfect passenger communication, 
while it would, on postal grounds, be such an advance upon present arrange- 
ments as would justify an expenditure which would induce the Companies to 
establish U[ion the passage a communication by large and commodious steam- 
boats, ensuring the greatest comfort, convenience, and speed. 

At present tliere are two postal communications between London and Dublin 
each way; leaving London at 5 p.m. and 8*45 p.m., and leaving Dublin at 
1'30 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

The mail leaving London at 5 p.m. arrives in Dublin the following morning 
in time for the departure of the day mails into the country and for an early 
delivery in Dublin, carrying from London all the letters which had arrived by 
the Continental and other mails in the morning, and London letters posted, up 
to half-past 3 o’clock on the same day. The mail leaving at 8’45 p.m. arrives 
in Dublin after the day mails have gone, but for a second delivery in Dublin; 
any letters for the provinces by this mail remain in Dublin till the departure ot 
the night mails: The letters from London conveyed by this mail are those 
posted up to six o’clock in the evening. 

The mail leaving Dublin at 1'30 p.m. arrives in London in time for the 
departure of the day mails, and for an early delivery, and tliat leaving Dubliri at 
7 p.m. arrives in London at 11 a.m. tor a second delivery ; and letters coming 
by it for the Continent or other places south of London remain till the departure 
of the evening mails. 

For the sea services in connexion with these mails the Governmeui now pays 
to the City of Dublin Steam-Packet Company 25,000^. a year. 

In the early part of the present year a cominunicution was made to the 
Government by the promoters of the Bill which has been referred to, the main 
features of which were — 

1. That they would place first-class steam-boats on the passage from Holyhead 
to Kingstown, which would enable the whole distance from London to Dublin to 
be performed in about 12 hours. 

2. They proposed that the two postal services between London and Dublin 
should be combined with two express trains, leaving each end night and 
morning. 

3. That for the sea service alone a sum of 70,000/. a year should be paid. 

In examining this proposal, my Lords had no choice but at once to reject it, 
because while the proposed expense was so much gi’eater, the postal convenience 
which it would have afforded would have been much less than at present. 
According to the time which it was proposed to occupy, the mail leaving London 
at the proposed hour of the morning would not have arrived in Dublin in time 
either for a delivery there the same night, or for transmission to the provinces by the 
night mails. The letters must therefore have lain in Dublin all night, and 
have been in the same position only on the following morning as the mail 
now leaves London at 5 p.m., with, this great difference, that the 6 pun. mad a 
present carries London letters posted up to 3 o’clock the same day, which letters 
under tlie propo.sed plan would have left by the evening mail, and arriving m 
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Dublin too late for the day mail into the provinces, would thus be thrown into 
the evening mail, and have reached their destination only the second day. The 
effect upon the Nortli of England lettere of that change w’ould have been even 
more inconvenient. Thus for a most inferior postal arrangement the Government 
was called upon to pay 70,000/. a year for the sea-postage only, in place of 
25,000 Z., paid now under a contract which lasts until May 1860. 

in connexion with the question of the time in which the passage from 
London to Dublin can be accomplished, my Lords refer to the mass of valuable 
evidence taken before the Committee of the House of Commons, which sat in 
1853 on “ Communication between London and Dublin,” and to the Report of 
that Committee. Witnesses of the greatest practical ability and knowledge 
examined before that Committee, and Captain Huish, on behalf of the North 
Western Railway Company, among others, showed that the service from Lon- 
don to Dublin, and vice versd, could be performed in somewhat less time than 
1 1 hours ; and the Committee in its Report adopt that time as being practicable. 
They say — 

“ Your Committee are of opinion that this time may be easily reduced to 
about 11 hours. To effect this, the speed on the railway must be accelerated 
bv diminishing the length and number of stoppages, and a class of vessels 
superior to those at present employed provided.” _ 

In taking a review of the whole question as it now stands, it appears to my 
Lords that, in order to justify such a public expenditure as would insure the 
quickest possible communicaiiou twice a day, it is imperative that some great 
advantage in postal arrangements over those at present in use shall be gained, 
and that security shall be taken in any contract to be made for such a revision 
from time to time of the service as shall keep it up to the highest point of per- 
fection which any improvements hereafter to be made may render practicable ; 
and that the public interests shall not be made merely subservient to the advan- 
tages of shareholders in the Companies referred to, under the plea that they are 
promoting the convenience of passengers. 

It appears, therefore, to my Lords, with the information before them, that no 
arrangement should be made that does not insure the journey being made all 
the way from London to Dublin in a maximum time of 11 hours ; and starting 
from this as the basis of the plan, their Lordships are of opinion that, if arranp- 
ments can be made which shall secure the advantages hereinafter described, they 
will be justified in giving up the existing contract with the City ot Dublin Com- 
pany, and incurring a considerably increased expenditure for a new contract 

with the United Companies under the Act referred to. 

Assuming that the time occupied between London and Dublin (station to 
station) shall not exceed 11 hours, and assuming that accommodation shall be 
provided on board the steam-packets for the assortment of letters, and that the 
post-office vans in Dublin shall meet the trains on their apvai, and at once 
convey the letter-bags for the provinces to the different stations of departures, 
my Lords desire to know if it would be practicable 

1 . For a mail leaving London at a convenient hour hi the morning to arrive 
in Dublin iu time for the departure of the evening mails, and also lor a deliveiy 
in Dublin the same night. 

2 . For a mail leaving London in the evening at the usual time of departure to 
arrive in Dublin in time for the day mails from Dublin, and for a convenient 
morning delivery in Dublin. 

3 . For a mail to leave Dublin in the morning at a convenient hour after the 
arrival of the night mails from the provinces m lime to reach London lor the 
departure of the evening mails, and for a late delivery that night. 

4 . For a mail to leave Dublin in the evening, after business hours and to 
arrive in London in time for an early delivery, and for the day mails out ot 
London. 

If such arrangements shall prove to be practicable, then my 
be prepared to incur a considerable increased expenditure in order 

““in 'that case, in the majority of instances, the Irish postal ^ 

would be advanced by periods varying from six to twelve hours, and 
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cases, practically for business purposes, 24 hours would be saved in replies, 
besides which the most perfect passenger accommodation would be secured. A 
mail would leave from each end at convenient hours, morning and evenino- 
and, occupying only 11 hours, would arrive also at convenient times, and sudi 
as would enable passengers to pursue their journey forward without stoppage. 
For example, letters and passengers leaving London in the morning would 
arrive in time for the night trains out of Dublin, and by midnight of the 
same day, or shortly after, would reach all the chief cities in the provinces; 
and letters and passengers leaving London in the evening, would reach Dublin 
in time for the departure of the morning trains out of Dublin, and would arrive 
at all the chief cities in the provinces a little after noon on the following day ; 
so also, letters and passengers leaving Dublin in the morning would arrive in 
London in time for the Continental and other mail trains the same night, and 
those leaving Dublin in the evening would arrive in London in time for the 
departures of the mail day trains. For some great and decisive advantages, 
such as these, to be enjoyed by the public, would my Lords feel that they were 
justified in incurring a material increase on the present expenditure of public 
money. 

Refer this Minute to the Postmaster-general for a report as to the practica- 
bility of the plans herein sketched out, on the assumption that the maximum 
time to be occupied in the journey shall be eleven hours, and that arrangements 
are made for sorting letters on board ; and also to the Chief Secretary for Ire- 
land, for the information of the Lord Lieutenant, and for any remarks which the 
Irish Government may have to make thereon. 
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